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Curtis M. Jolly is the Charles W. Barkley 
endowed professor (2010 to 2015) at Auburn 
University and was the Alumni Professor 
from 2009 to 2014. He received an 
Associate’s Degree with honors from the 
Jamaica School of Agriculture; a B.S. from 
Tuskegee University in Animal and Poultry 
Science, Business option; an M.S.in 
Agricultural Economics from Auburn 
University; and a Ph.D. in Agricultural 
Economics from Louisiana State University 
(LSU). He also did a one-year sabbatical at 
George Washington University in Applied 
Statistics from 1989 to 1990. Immediately 
after graduation from LSU, he was employed 
at Auburn University as an assistant 
professor to work in the area of Economics of 
Aquaculture with a bearing on international 
development. On arrival at Auburn 
University, he participated in the design and 
teaching of three courses: Economics of 
Aquaculture I, Economics of Aquaculture II, 
and Project Planning and Sector Analysis. 
After a year at Auburn University, his career 
trail took off in a different direction and he 
participated in several international projects 
in West Africa and the Caribbean.  
 Under an Auburn University and South 
Eastern Consortium for International 
Development  project, he represented Auburn 
University as a Farming Systems Economist 
and advisor to the director of L’ Institut 
Senegalais des Recherches Agricoles, 
Senegal, from 1983 to 1985. In Senegal, he 
conducted several studies, but the one which 
he thought had the greatest impact was one 
on ‘La Situation Cerealiere en Base 
asamance’. He also worked on small farm   
cooperatives, cereal, vegetable and fruit 

marketing. One of his articles, “Can 
Cooperative Movements be Successful in  
Traditional Societies?” was published in  
Journal of Agricultural Cooperation. In 1986 
to 1987, he also served as Farming systems 
Economist at L’Institut de L’Economie Ruale 
in Bamako, Mali. There he worked on animal 
traction and the effects of fertilizer on yield 
increases in farmer’s fields. “The Effects of 
Animal Traction on Labor Productivity and 
Food Self-sufficiency” was published in 
Agricultural Systems Journal. 
 

 
 
 From there on he served on several 
short-term projects in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Central African 
Republic, Cameron, Rwanda, Chad and 
Haiti. He also conducted research on the 
peanut collaborative research and education 
project in Haiti, Benin and Ghana from 1993 
to 2010, and the Soil Collaborative Research 
and Education project in Haiti from 1994 to 
1999. 
 

 



 Under the soil management 
collaborative research in Haiti, he conducted 
several studies on soil conservation methods. 
Among those was the use of hedgerows for 
reducing soil loss and increasing soil 
productivity. Alley cropping was practiced 
between the hedgerows of Leucaena 
shannonii and Gliricidia sepium, which were 
used to reduce soil erosion and to improve 
soil fertility. From his research in Haiti, he 
has published several articles with his 
graduate students in journals such as 
Ecological Economics, Forest Economics 
and Journal of Environmental Management. 
1999. 
 

 
 
At Auburn University, he teaches two classes 
per year, and his students’ teaching 
evaluations have been solid. The intensity of 
his participation in the graduate program is 
demonstrated by the number of graduate 
committees, Ph.D. and M.S. (18), he has 
chaired since he has been a member of the 
graduate faculty, and his Ph.D. graduates 
have assumed significant positions in 
research, teaching and administration. More 
recently, he has been teaching the course on 
the Economics of Aquaculture at Nha Trang 
and Cantho universities in Vietnam. In 2012, 
he chaired the thesis committees of two 
students at Nha Trang University and served 
on the graduate examination committee.  

In the area of research, he has worked 
on international trade, fisheries and 
aquaculture, and economic development. He 

has worked in multi-disciplinary teams 
because of his background and international 
experience. He also conducted research on  
Farming Systems, Global Climate Change, 
Soil Conservation, Marketing, Food Safety 
and the effects of aflatoxins on the marketing 
of peanuts in Ghana and Benin. He 
collaborated with a number of scientists 
across disciplines, and his international 
projects have steered him toward 
collaboration with individuals in Plant and 
Spoil Sciences, Food Science, Epidemiology 
and International Health, Toxicology, 
Mycology and the Medical Sciences. His 
level of participation in multidisciplinary 
research marks his contribution to the 
scholarship of integration that is reflected in 
the varied number of scientists with whom he 
publishes, and the numerous journals used for 
the dissemination of his scholarly output. 
 

 
 
 He has published one text book on the 
Economics of Aquaculture, co-edited one on 
trade and published two monographs. He has 
published 12 book chapters and over 100 
articles in peer reviewed journals. His 
research work has found immediate 
application and relevance to policy makers, 
investors and scholars. Evidence of this is 
noted when the Center for Disease Control 
(CDC) and prevention invited him among the 
assembled 40 international multidisciplinary 
scientists at the World Health Organization 
(WHO) headquarters in Switzerland in July 
2005 to develop a strategy to combat and 



reduce aflatoxin in stored corn and peanuts. 
His research has been well cited and received 
many awards and recognition, among which 
is the Auburn Agricultural Experiment 
Station High Impact Paper Award, and the 
recognition from the Institute of Plant 
Genetics in Sodovo, Bulgaria, for his work on 
peanuts.  
 Dr. Jolly has been active in grants 
solicitation to support his research and 
teaching. He has been principal investigator 
for over $5.0 million projects, and he has 
been collaborator to projects totaling over 
$60.0 million. The last two major projects in 
which he has collaborated are a $2.5 million 
Uganda Fisheries and Aquaculture project 
and the West African Cotton Initiative 
Project ($19 million for three years), which 
was won by the IFDC, Auburn University 
and collaborators. 

As an administrator, he served as the 
interim chair of the Department of 
Agricultural Economics and Rural Sociology 
from 2005 to 2007 and as Chair from 2007 to 
2013. In his role as chair, he strived to 
provide an environment where faculty, staff, 
students and clientele increased their 
productivity. His aim was to help each one 
realize his/her potential, and to relate the 
success to that of the institution. During his 
tenure as chair, student enrollment in the 
department increased to its highest level and 
the faculty received numerous recognitions 
and awards while the department achieved its 
highest ranking among land grant universities 
with a Ph.D.in Applied Economics. He has 
worked with the faculty, staff and 
administration to provide a safe and enabling 
environment for students and faculty.  
  He has toiled steadfastly to encourage 
diversity at Auburn University. While 

serving as chair of his department, he also 
served as mentor for minority faculty at 
Auburn University. His work at the 
international and domestic levels has 
contributed to fostering diversity at the 
university and at Southern institutions of 
higher learning.  
 
Lessons Learned 
 
Dr. Jolly has learned many lessons during the 
course of his career. Among those are: 

1. People all want the same things in 
life-welfare enhancement; 

2. Farmers are rational and use 
resources efficiently; 

3. Constraints vary according to the 
culture and geographic conditions; 

4. The ordering of goals may also vary 
by locale and culture; 

5. Individuals and households optimize, 
satisfice and not maximize; 

6. The individual farmer is a scientist 
who is daily conducting experiments; 

7. The only thing we can do is to assist 
the farmer in accurate measurements; 

8. University education is an accelerated 
process of knowledge acquisition to 
catch up with the farmer.  

 
Advice to Young Professionals 
 
Based on his life experiences, Dr. Jolly 
advises young professionals to: 

1. Plan a strategy for career growth and 
development. 
2. Do the most important thing first. 
3. Undertake any challenge with vigor 
and try to excel at every attempt. 
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